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JOURNAL OF MR. KING. 


Residence at Jaffa. 


May 12, 1824.—One of the Arabs, to whom I 
spoke last Sabbath, called, and requested me to go 
and speak to them again, saying, that there were 
several assembled to hear me. 

IT accordingly went, and found a litrle company 
of fifteen or sixteen persons, whom [ addressed 
from: Johan, iii. 14, 15. “And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son 
of Man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth in 
him, should not perish, but have eternal life.” 

All were attentive, and I felt an unusual degree 
of joy. At the close, | kneeled down, and, for the 
first time, offered a prayer in Arabic. Some of 
the Arabs kneeled with me, and, while [ was pray- 
ing, smote their breasts, and cried out, “ Lord have 
mercy upon us;”—with how much sincerity, I 
know not. 

16. Sabbath. We united in celebrating the 
death and sufferings of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
sus Christ. Mr. Fisk administered the bread, and 
Mr. Cooke the wine. 

During the communion, the Arabs who assem- 
bled last Wednesday, sent to me, saying, that they 
were again asseinbled, and wished me to come and 
preach to them. 


Conversation respecting the Maroniie Patriarch’s 
Order. 


June 9th. Saad Tbr Bas, the Maronite, men- 
tioned in my journal, last winter, called to see me. 

Saad Ibr Bas. “I suppose yon have heard 
from Hanna Domani, about the Patriarch’s Or- 
der.” 

Mr. K. “Yes, I heard, that he has sent a gen- 
eral order to the Maronite Christians on Mount 
Lebanon, to burn, or destroy all the Bibles, all the 
books, which the English have distributed among 
them.” 

Saad. “ True.” 

Mr. K. “Why that?” 

Saad. “ News cameto him that some of us had 
taken your books, and be feared they might do 
harm, and prohibited them.” 

Mr. K. “ Are they not the word of God 2” 

Saad. “Yes, and I told one of our Bishops 
that I had read your Bible, and found it, word for 
word, like the one printed at Rome, and asked him, 
whether it made any difference where the book 
Was printed provided it was the word of God ? and 
he said, No. I then said to the Bishop, ‘ suppose 
this book was printed by a bad man, for instance 
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a Moslem, and he should give it to me, where 
would be the harm for me to receive it, and read it.’ 
The Bishop replied, ‘You might receive it from the 
hand of a Moslem, but not from the English; ‘for 
if people should receive these books from the En- 
glish, they would become favorably disposed tow- 
ards them, and look on their books, and say, 4h, 
Inglis tyyeb, the English are good, and be led 
away to embrace their faith, and leave the true 
Church.” 

Mr. K. “ Who was that Bishop ?” 

Saad. “ Abd Allah.” 

Mr. K. “Then he thinks the Bible might be 
the means of bringing you out from the Romish 
Church—from under the Pope ?” 

Saad. “ Yes.” 

Mr. K. “It is very possible. It brought out 
my forefathers from that Church. For the mo- 
ment they got the Bible, to read and search for 
themselves, they saw that the Pope and his Church 
were in many errors, and they determined to re- 
turn to the simplicity of the Gospel, and to take 
that as their guide.” 

Saad. ™ We cannot do this.” 

Mr. K. © Thousands in Europe came out from 
the Romish Church, though, in so doing, they 
were Obliged to pass through fiery tribulations, 
flames. and death. They were determined to 
read the Bible, and to follow Jesus Christ, and it 
is your duty soto do, although you should be put 
to death in consequence of it. You ought to obey 
God rather than man. Jesus Christ says, ‘Search 
the Scriptures ;’ and your Patriarch says, ‘ No.’ 
Which eught you to obey ?” 

Saad. “We cannot disobey our Patriarch.” 

Mr. K. “ Whatis your Patriarch ? What is the 
Pope himself? A bit of clay! What are all the 
Kings and Emperors of the earth? As adrop in 
the bucket, or the sinall dust of the balance, in the 
presence of Him who made the heavens and the 
earth, before whom you, and your Patriarch, and 
the Pope, and all the nations of the earth, will 
soon be gathered to be judged. Your Patriarch 
may do you harm ; perhaps he may be able to take 
away your life: but fear not them, said Jesus 
Christ, who bave power to kill the body only, but 
fear Him who is able to destroy beth soul and body 
in hell.— Whom do you choose to obey—God, or 
man ?” 

Saad. “St. Paul said, we must obey the pow- 
ers that be, and that they are ordained of God.” 

Mr. K. “Yes in civil matters. But did Paul 
obey the powers that were, when they ordered him 
not to preach Jesus Christ? Did Peter and John 
obey the great men, when they were commanded 
to speak no more in the name of Jesus? The 


-- 









320 


priests, the rulers, the elders, the scribes, and An- 
nas the High Priest, and all his kindred, called 
Peter and John before them, and strictly threaten- 
ed them, and commanded them not to speak at 
all, nor teach in the name of Jesus. But what 
said Peter and John? ‘ Whether it be right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto you more than 
uftto God, judge ye.’—You are now in a similar 
situation. Your High Priest orders you to destroy 
the word of God. He is an enemy to God and 
his holy word; an enemy to Jesus Christ and his 
Gospel; aud you ought to disobey in the thing 
Which he has commanded.” 

Saad. (To the wife of Domani.) “ What can 
we say? wish he could have an interview with 
the Patriarch.” (Then turrning to me,) “* Why 
do you not go and talk to the Patriarch ?” 

Mr. K. “I eannot spend time to go and see 
all, who oppose the word of God; nor do I think 
it my duty to goandseethem. St. Paul, when he 
heard of any one opposing the truth, did not set 
out immediately to go and see him, he kept about 
his businéss, preaching the Gospel. I bring the 
same Gospel which he preached. I distribute the 
sermons of Peter, and Paul, and John, and of 
Christ himself, and your Patriarch is afraid that 
they will be the means of bringing you out of the 
Romish Church. If these should bring you out of 
the Romish Church, it is better that you should 
come out, than remain where you are.” 

Saad. “ What is your object in coming here to 
distribute the Bible so cheap? What leads you to 
do this ?” 

Mr. K. “The same that leads me to give a 
poor, blind beggar in the streets a few paras. I 
see him poor, and blind, and miserable, and my 
heart is moved with pity towards bim, and I give 
him food. Inthe same manner, 1 see you here 
spiritually blind, and poor, and dying with hunger, 
and | come to put into your hands the bread of 
eternal life. What motives had the Apostles for 
going about and preaching the Gospel? Christ 
commanded them to preach the Gospel. The 
command of Christ is binding on us. Why did 
Christ come into the world to save sinners? What 
did he do for us? He laid down his life ; he sweat 
as it were drops of blood ; he bore our sins ; he di- 
ed to redeem us; and shall not I be willing to leave 
my country and friends, and come here, and give 
you the Gospel, though I may do it in the micst 
of opposition, aud perhaps of death ? Shall we not 
be willing to give a little of our money to make 
known the love of him, who laid down his life for 
us ?” 

Saad. 
object, than the glory of God 

Mr. K. “ Noother. We see you in ignorance, 
and we hope to enlighten you. We see you with- 
out the word of God, and we come to give it 


“Ts it possible that you have no other 
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you,” 
Saad. “ What shall we say?” 
Mr. K. “ What could have been our object in 


what we did for the Syrian Patriarch Giarve ? He 
came to England. The English gave him mon- 
ey, a large sum of money, and told him to go and 
print the word of God on Mount Lebanon. An 
American gave him a press, which was worth some 
hundreds of dollars. Had they, think you, any in 
terested motives ?” 

Scad. “No. But did the English do this 7” 

Mr. K. “Surely; and for the express purpose 
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that you might have the Bible. It is now five 
years, since he was in England. [ called on him 
the last summer, and asked why he did vot priut 
the word of God. He said, he hada right to do as 
he pleased. He has not as yet printed the word of 
God, and we come to give it to you. What does 
he do? Prohibits us from distributing the books, 
which we expected him to print.” (I had been in- 
formed, that he had issued an order similar to that 
of the Maronite Patriarch.) ** We know Giarve, 
who he is, and your Patriarch now joins bim.— 
They are like the Pharisees of old, who would 
neither enter the kingdom of heaven themselves, 
nor suffer those who were entering to go in.” 

Suad. “ What the Syrian Patriarch did, was 
not right, but our Patriarch is not with him.” 

Mr. K. “Your Patriaich does not give you the 
Bible himself, and he tries to hinder me from giv- 
ing it vou.” 


Saad. “QO yes, there are books printed at 
Rome.” 
Mr. K. “What should you say, if bread kere 


were a hundred dollars a loaf? Could the poor 
man, who has not five paras, purchase for himself? 
Must he not die with hunger? Should I come, 
and offer you a plenty of bread, at two paras a 
loaf, or for nothing, and your Patriarch should 
give orders that no one should receive bread of me 
because | was a bad man, aud at the same tine 
keep up the price of the loaf at a hundred dollars - 
Would you think he was doing right ?” 

Saad. “Surely not.” 

Mr. K. “The Romish edition of the Bible is 
at least a hundred piastres. Your poor people can- 
not parchase it. I come and offer it cheap. Iof- 
fer what you yourself acknowledge to be the word 
of God, and your Patriarch prohibits it. But, Sir, 
the word of God will run and be glorified, and nei- 
ther your Bishops, nor your Patriarchs, nor all the 
powers onearth, can stop it. ‘The stone, cut out of 
the mountain, is destined to fill the whole world, 
and wo be to the man, who shall dare to oppose its 
progress! It will crash under its weight your Bisli- 
ops, and Patriarchs, the Pope, and Satan himselt 
— every principality and power in the universe, 
that shall attempt to resist it. 

* And, Sir, this is not a thing of indifference. 
You, and [, and your Patriarch, in a few more 
years, shall stand before God, and give account to 
him of this matter. And when the Son of God 
shalldemand of you, why did you not receive my 
word ? Will hetake as an excuse,—‘ Ah, I feared 
the Patriarch!’ or ‘I feared the Pope’ Will he 
not say te you—has he not said to you, ‘ He that is 
ashamed of me and of my word, of him will [ be 
ashamed before my Father who is in heaven! 
Are you not taught to obey God rather than 
man ?” 


THE ARAUCANIAN INDIANS 


The Araucanians are a remarkable nation of Indians, 
in the southern part of Chili. They were first iavaded by 
the Spaniards in 1540, under Pedro de Valdivia, the quar- 
ter-master of Pizarro. He succeeded in founding sever- 
al cities among them, but his army was subsequently rou- 
ted, and he himself taken prisoner, and pat to death.— 
From that time till the year 1773, the Spaniards wageu 
several wars with this valiant nation without being able 
to subdue them. During the whole of the contest, the 
conduct of the Araucanians was evineive of a valor whic! 
nothing eould check or dismay. They are now indepen- 
dent, and keep a resident minister at St.Jago. From the 
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following atcount of them it wil] be seen that they yet re- 
tein much of their original character for intrepidity, hon- 
esty, and independence, and that they are also addicted 
to the vices incident to the half civilized state. The ac- 
count is contained in a letter to the Assistant Secretary 
of the American Board of Missions, from Mr. J. C. Brig- 
ham, who, it will be recollected, embarked in company 
with Mr. Parvin, in 1823, on a mission to South Ameri- 
ca.— NV. Y. Observer. 


Territory, Government, Genera! Character, §c. 
—The Araucanians vet claim as their country, all 
that lies between the Biobio and Valdivia, and be- 
tween the Pacific and the Andes: a territory about 
210 miles long, and 100 broad. Their present 
population could not be learned with accuracy.— 
A Patriot officer, who had travelled much in their 
country, told me that he thought they amounted to 
about fifty thousand. It is the more difficult to 
Jearn their number from the fact, that they do not 
reside in villages, but are seattered along the win- 
dings of their numerous valleys, and on the bor- 
ders of their streams. 

They are divided into a great number of differ- 
ent clans, overeach of which a single cacique pre- 
sides, who, in time of peace, though independent 
of all other chiefs, has but little authority over his 
own clan. This love of freedom hardly suffers 
them, in ordinary times, to be dictated to, even by 
rulers of their own choice. With few exceptions, 
each family resides by the same brook, and on the 
same spot, where their respective fathers and 
grandfathers lived before them, and have little de- 
sire for any other possessions. 

I was anxious to learn, whether they yet possessed 
those martial qualities, strength, valor, and love of 
country, which so distinguished their ancestors at 
the time of the Spanish invasion. The Governor 
of Conception told me, that they had greatly de- 
generated; that their fathers would have been 
ashamed of their effeminate progeny of the pres- 
ent day. Others, however, who had been much 
among them, and whose opinion I was, in this 
case, inclined to prefer to that of his Excellency, 
told me, that they were the same athletic, haughty, 
bold race, new, which they ever were, and that 
nothing but occasion was wanting to manifest it. 
Although whole generations have passed away 
since their country has been seriously invaded, 
their highest glory yet is in their military strength, 
and the army is the only place of honor. To this 
the healthy and strong are all attached, by the 
laws of the nation, and, on this account, are ex- 
empt from all kinds of ordinary labor. None 
work, except the sickly or deformed, the aged and 
the females. Those of the army spend a part of 
their time in the making and exercising of their 
war arms, and the rest in some of their numerous 
athletic games. Sometimes the inhabitants of a 
whele valley challenge those of another valley to 
a game of hall, and, in their strife, many are often 
maimed, and sometimes killed. It would seem 
that these games would produce civil broils; yet I 
was told, that itis otherwise, and that quarrelling 
of any kind is not very frequent. I said that all 
the strong and healthy inales belonged to the army 
by a national regulation. I learned, also, that 
their place in the army, that is to say, the kind of 
weapon which each is to use, is assigned him.— 
Their weapons are four,—the lance, the arrow, the 
sling, and the war club. Some few now have 
swords and muskets, but they are rare. Those 
who use the lance, are generally mounted on horse- 
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back, and sometimes thearchers also. Those who 
bear the war club, the most effective of their weap- 
ons, are men who.have most strength and firmness. 
Of course, this is the most honorable branch of the 
army. ‘The war club is usually a firm stick of 
young timber, about three and a half feet long, 
with numerous knots projecting a short distance, 
and these often pointed with sharp stone, or bune, 
Their mode of attack, in modern times, against 
other Indians, for they have recently fought no 
other enemy, isin the rash, whooping, inegular 
manner practised by all savages, 

The officer, of whom I have spoken, related ser 
eral facts and anecdotes, illustrating the indepen 
dence of their character, and their physical ener- 
gy. He says, that among the numerous tribes of 
Indians which he has seen, none of them, except 
the Araucanians, can look a white man fully in the 
face. This people, however, said he, wiil pierce 
you with a look, which tells you, that they feel 
equal, at least, to any. people on the globe. Inthe 
families which I saw at Conception, I noticed an 
openness and boldness of countenance which does 
not belong to ordinary savages. He told me fur- 
ther, that when asking the Peruvians and other 
Indians for a cup of water, they brought it, not on- 
ly with cheerfulness, but with an air bordering on 
servility. When in the country of the Araucani- 
ans, he often would ask them for a drink of water, 
but received invariably in reply, “ there is the wa- 
ter; go yourself and get it.” Though they are hos- 
pitable to strangers, in whom they have confi- 
dence, they will submit to no acts of labor toward 
thein, which could possibly imply that they were 
made to sérve. 

He saw, when among them, a young vigorous 
Indian brought before one of their tribunals, and 
condeanned to death. He walked coolly out; with- 
out moving a muscle, to the place of execution. 
A selected Indian then approached him with a 
huge knife, cut the scalp from his head, plunged 
his knife through his throat, and then through the 
centre of his breast. The victim fell, butin an in- 
stant rose again, and leaped, he said, higher in the 
air, than he had ever seen a human being leap be- 
fore, and, at the close of twenty-five minutes, ex- 
pired ; but in such powerful struggles as reminded 
him only of the dying Hercules. A German offi- 
cer was with him, but, after ten or fifteen minutes, 
left the scene, saying, that he could no longer wit- 
ness his agonies, the man was immortal. They 
are not of the tallest class of men, commonly five 
feet eight or ten inches; but are more than usual- 
ly heavy, with broad shoulders, and limbs well 
made, and strong, with the best of sinews. Those 
whom I saw at Conception, had faces rather unu- 
sually large, with well formed mouth and nose, 
and eyes, which, though bright, indicated a frank 
and noble disposition. 

Religious Belief.—I could not learn as definite- 
ly as I wished, the nature and rites of the Arauca- 
nian religion. An old clergyman of Conception, 
who spent two years in their country, told me that 
they fully believed in the existence of one Su- 
preme Being, or Creator, called Billa, and be- 
lieved in their own future existence. They believe, 
that there is,on the otber side of the water, a large, 
beautiful island, abounding with luxuries, where 
all their countrymen go at death, and reappear 
with their present body, and allits desires. Their 
sacrifices are but few and simple. The most com- 
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mon is that of their wine, which they take ina 

small cup, or in their hand before drinking, and 

throw it into the air, saying, “This to Billan.” | 
An old lady told me that she had often been at 

their meals, when this easy sacrifice was offered 

by all the members of the family. Animals they 

rarely sacrifice, except before engaging in war, or 
when great evil is apprehended. On such an oc- 

casion they offer most commonly a young colt, ta- 

king out his heart, liver, and entrails, and sprink- 

ling the blood attached to them in the air, as they 
do their wine. They then divide the heart, Kc. 
and indeed the whole sacrificed animal, among the 
people, and soon devour it. 

Some, who had travelled among them, insisted 
that the practice of sacrificing was now wholly 
abandoned. The clergyman, however, and two 
fermales assured me, that it was occasionally done, 
though with much indifference, except the eating 
part, which they do in earnest.* From all I could 
learn, they are, for savages, unusually heedless of 
the duties and customs of their own religion, and 
are still more indisposed to adopt that of the Cath- 
olics. At Arauco, where the Spanish Patriots 
have a fort and chapel, a few families have con- 
nected themselves with the society and been hap- 
tized. In no other part of their country is there 
now.a Catholic society, nor is it possible, as the 
priest told meto formone. A few years since, 
they killed two Friars, who attempted a propaga- 
tion of Christianity among them. Their entire 
aversion to all the influence and customs of for- 
eigners, renders it protable that they must exist 
many years without the benefit of the Gospel. 

General Remarks on their Character, &c.—From 
all I was able to learn of this celebrated nation, 
they are now essentially the same in their habits, 
feelings, mode of life, indeed, in all respects, tliat 
they were when invaded by Valdivia and Mendo- 
za. Perhaps no people in tke world have, for 
nearly three centuries, maintained so perfectly 
their national identity. Their proud confidence 
in the perfection of the customs handed down from 
Colucolo, Caupolican, Lautaro, and other great 
ancestors, leads them to feel that any change 
would be wrong. They, asa people, had always 
striking qualities, both bad and good, and they vet 

‘retain them. Intemperance is always their vice, 
and they have ever had an aversion, and even con- 
tempt, for all labor, unless connected with war. 
They are, also, extremely cruel in their punish- 
meuts among themselves, and are ever ready to 
shed the blood of foreigners if they have the slight- 
est pretext. 

On the other hand, they are yet shrewd and el- 
oquent in debate, far superior to all the contigu- 
ous tribes in talents, and are brave and vigorous as 
men can be. They have always been a proud, 
free people, and, as one observed, they always 
will be free, for there is probably not a man among 
them who would not, in some way, sell his life, be- 

fore he would submit to a foreign master. The 
first lesson which a child learns, is, that while oth- 
er Indians have been beaten and enslaved, they 
are the unconquered lords of Araucania, the great- 
est and bravest people of the whole world. 
~ * They alse beineve in the existence of an evil being, 
called Eponamon, and sometimes, through fear, sacrifice 
to bim. They think he occasionally visits and injures by 
motlieting disease. Sometimes they imbibe a belief that 
he has possessed one ot their children, and on this account 
will desivoy it, or sell it to the Spaniards for a servant. 
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They are strict in observing their public trea- 
ties, and punish, with terrible severity, any infrac- 
tion by their own subjects. An example of this 
was recently witnessed, and related to us. Four 
inonths since the government of Chili formed,with 
-them a treaty, (for during the struggle between 
Spain and the Colonies, they rather favored the 
former, protecting their subjects, &c. when they 
came for refuge,) and obtained liberty to carry the 
mail through their country to Valdivia. A short 
time after the ratification of the treaty, a patriot of- 
ficer, travelling among them, was seized by a large 
party, and put to death. The Governor of Con- 
ception then despatched an officer with a military 
force, for the purpose of asking an explanation. 
The chiefs assembled, and after inquiry, declared, 
that the officer was killed, not by national consent, 
but by an enraged party, and that they must be 
punished. One hundred offenders were then ar- 
rested, brought into an open field in presence of 
the officer and multitudes of their nation, and all 
put to the knife.t All this was done without a 
murmur on their part, and with as little sympathet- 
ic emotion in the spectators, as if the sufferers had 
been so many insects. 

Probably too much has not, and cannot be said 
in favor of Araucanian strength, valor, and love of 
country. But there is little else in their character 
which a benevolent man can contemplate with 
pleasure, and, in some respects, their situation 
must give pain. When standing on the Mount in 
the rear of Conception, where I could glance my 
eye over the Biobio, and survey a large extent of 
their soil, and some of the very spots where they 
had contended unto death for their liberties, the 
recollection of the past, and of their present condi- 
tion, drew from me tears of pity. They are not 
only, in common with other heathen nations, des- 
titute of the comforts of civilized life, and of the 
hopes of Christianity ; but their pride im their own 
customs, and contempt for all foreigners and for- 
eign institutions, renders it probable that they must 
long continue in their present savage state. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 





(Concluded from page 310.) 


A Teacher felt peculiaily happy, in thus openly 
joining issue with his brother who last spoke, in 
this interesting question. It is doubtless a ques- 
tion, upon the practical decision of which depends 
the stability or weakness of the Sunday school 
cause. 

He thought the question, as it had been publish- 
ed from the chair, resolved itself into another 
question— W hat is the great and cardinal object of 
Sunday schools? And to this question he would 
answer, Religious Instruction. Perhaps some 
may say, the object of Sunday Schools is, to dis- 
seminate knowledge: but this term, knowledge, 
is a vague term—it may mean good or evil—it 
may mean virtue or vice. It is a question which 
has been frequently agitated, witether knowledge, 


+ A son of the siain was brovght by the Officer to Con- 
ception, and when we were there, was presented to Com. 
Hull, and gladly received. He is a lad of seven vears of 
age, with fine features, strong frame, and apparently of 
good miud and disposition. During our passage to Val- 
pariso, he became quite reconciled to the fricate, is be- 
ginning to exchange bis smooth Araucanian for our reug!t 





tongue, and is the pet of all on board 
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abstracted froin religion, is not calculated to do 
more harm than good. The fact is, that knowl- 
edge is power—it is an instrument that may be 
converted to the best or worst purposes, according 
to the motive of the man that employs it. Thus 
it may become a great blessing, or a great curse, 
according to the motives from which it originates, 
and for which it is employed. ‘Therefore, the dis- 
seminating of knowledge, abstracted from religion, 
is conferring but a small benefit. He conceived, 
that the great object of Sunday schools should be, 
to disseminate vital godliness throughout the land. 
He knew that the opinion which he had here ex- 
pressed, would clash with the popular opinion of the 
world, and the opinions cf those who are willing to 
encourage the dissemination of knowledge or edu- 
cation, as far as it administers to present enjoy- 
ment, increases friends, and gratifies their mental 
or bodily appetites. This knowledge is no more 
useful or valuable, thanas it contributes to our hap- 
piness, as gross and sensuai beings—this doctrine 
is, let us eat, drink, and make ourselves merry. 
But go to the men who are advocates of this 
kind of knowledge, and ask them whether it 
makes them more happy, under the trials of the 
present life; or whether they are by that means 
better prepared for eternity. They will tell you 
they are not happy. This mere unsanctified 
knewledge ought not to be the object contempla- 
ted, in our Sunday schools. And he trusted that 
we shall lay it dauwnas a principle, that religious 
instruction is the great and essential object, which 


should call forth our labours. We grant, that if 


the interests of man extended no farther than the 
present world—and that there is no after state, 


there might be miore reasons shown in favour of 


the doctrine which he was opposing: but beliving, 
as we do, that every child has an immortal soul— 
that every soul created, must exist forever—that 
every moment of that existence is big with the 
destinies of misery or happiness, and that to ali 
eternity—and believing, as we do in the great 
principles of christianity ; we are obligated, yea 
commanded, to bring up these children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

Is i: to be forgotten, that children bring into the 
world a depraved nature? Is it to be forgotten, 
that, in many cases, they contract, personally, the 
most alarming guilt—that they and ourselves 
hold the thread of life with a frail and trembling 
hand. With this view of the subject, can we be 
justified tn inculcating that knowledge which is of 
secondary importauce, when we ought to be instill- 
ing that which, all must allow, is primary aud fun- 
damental? If a child were crvimg with thirst, 
should we play him a tune? No. We should 
run to the next brook for water, And when chil- 
dren are crying for the bread of life, shall we feed 
them with the dry husks of human knowledge ? 
Let us not be misunderstood, as decrying human 
kuowledge—it is good in its place. He would 
here observe, that human knowledge, though a 
grand object, is an inferior object, and a seconda- 
ry object: and God grant that it may ever be a 
secondary object in our Sabbath School arrange- 
ments. It must be subservient to religious know- 
ledge, and then it may answer an admirable pur- 
pose. To say that human or elementary know- 
ledge is the grand object, is proposterous. Go to 
the traveller, and tell him that the temporary ca- 
bio, which he may have constructed for the night, 








is the ultimate end of his journey—he would turn 
upon you with a stare of astonishment! Go to 
the conquering hero, and tell him, that his last vic- 
tory is the ultimate end of his conquests—he would 
smile at your simplicity. Shall we believe, that 
mere human knowledge and carnal wisdom are 
all that can be attained by immortal minds? No. 
We are to believe, that these children ought to be 
fed with immortal food ; and we are bound, as 
Sunday school teachers, to inspire them witb lofty 
thoughts of heaven, and holiness, and eternity. 

Let us (said the speaker) state a case in point. 
Let us take an instance, to illustrate what we have 
laid down. Let us take a Sunday school boy from 
the start, and inquire—What are the grand ob- 
jectsto be attained? To convince the child of 
his own ignorance—to teach him his duty to God, 
to man, and himself. These are the objects. But 
suppose, you, as Sunday schoo) teachers, go to 
work upon this philosophical theory of which we 
have been speaking; and talk to a child about the 
beauty of social order, and the moral fitness of 
things ; he may stare and wonder; but you will 
find that his fears are not awakened, nor his hopes 
excited ; and thus you labour for naught. But go 
to work upon Ciristiau principles—tell him that 
he is not created by chance, but that he is created 
by that God, who created and sustains the heavens 
and the earth—that he has an immortal soul—that 
this soul came from God, and to God it must re- 
turn—that he must appear before this God, when 
he must stand and render an account for the deeds 
done in the body. Now while you are thus talk- 
ing toa child, his feelings and fears will be awak- 
ened, his hopes will be excited, his conscience will 
be touched. He begins to reflect! Are these 
things so? If so, I must begin to pyay, and to 
love God. And thus, by the grace of God, a spir- 
itual victory will be obtained, and he will be 
brought to a knowledge of the truth, as it is ia 
Christ Jesus. 

Aguin. Solomon declares, “foolisliness is bound 
in the heart of a child.” But how are we to 
convince him of this? Here your philosophical 
teacher would be at a loss—he sees the evil, but 
how is he to account fori? He refers it to ex- 
ample, to precept, to any thing but the proper 
source. Here then we see the absolute incompe- 
tency of human kaowledge, to renew the heart of 
man. Piilosophy can do wonders, but it cannot 
convert the soul. Galvanism may give motion to 
the muscles of a dead man, but it can never raise 
the soul from a death unto sin to a new birth unto 
righteousness: and he would endeavour to jnsist, 
onthe ahsolute incompeteacy of human kvow- 
ledge in these things. And he prayed God, that 
no teacher may stop here, resting in mere morali- 
ty. Where is the wise? where is the scribe ? 
where is the disputer of this worid ? has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of this woild? Here, 
then, when human wisdom fails, let us adore the 
wisduin of that God by whom life and immor- 
tality are bronght to light by the gospel; and, 
as Sunday schvol teachers, let us take the word of 
(rod, and, upon the authority of God’s own ora- 
cles, labour to convince them that they are born 
in sin and shapen in iniquity—that none are 
righteous, no, not one—thalt vone vo rightiy un- 
derstand—that all have gone out of the way—that 
all have sinned and come short of the vlory of 
God. By laying down the principle of man’s ta- 
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tal depravity, you thus shew them the state of it— 
you show them that there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and man, the man Christ 
Jesus. We tell them that there is such a God, 
and assure them that the fountain of mercy is open 
-—if they are sinful and unclean, we exhort them 
to wash and be made clean; assuring thei, that 
“though their sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool.” 

He would, therefore, insist on the necessity of 
inward and outward religion. He hoped we 
should insist on a close adherence to practieal re 
ligion, and thus lead children in the way of truc 
Christianity. He hoped, that, as faithful servants, 
we should endeavour to make these children to be- 
lieve, love, and obey, the great principles of our 
holy religion; as itis only when we have done 
this, that we have really said and done our duty. 
When we have done this, we shall realize the 
truth of that to which the apostle refers, “ Bring 
up your children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord; for the children of the Lord are taught 
of the Lord.” 

Let religious instruction be the supreme object ; 
and let all other things merge into this. If we 
give children religion we give them every thing— 
they will be good citizens, they will be philan- 
thropists—they will be good husbands, good wives, 
good servants, good apprentices, good children, 
good scholars, If you give them religion, you 
prepare them for the enjoyment of this world and 
the world to come. 

And now, when he looked at this question, he 
would be candid to say, he could not give an opin- 
ion either on one side or the other. We are met 
here, not for the purpose of dispute—this is not a 
school of debate ; but a place for calin deliberate 
reasoning and consultation. He conceived that, 
when a number of humble Christians meet, to dis- 
cuss a Christian subject, with a Christian spirit, 
upon Christian principles, they do not strive so 
much for victory as for truth; and he did not see 
that any one is particularly called on, to give aa 
opinion decidedly, on either side of the question. 

While in the abstract. he would close the doors 
of Sunday schools against Sunday teachers who 
are not professors, still he was aware, that there 
are many things correct in the abstract, which 
seem to fai] when brought into practice. There 
is a very accommodating word called expediency ; 
for, while we look at this subject in the abstract, 
or only as connected with religious instruction, 
we must necessarily shut the door; yet, at the 
saine time, with facts before our eyes, we may 
doubt its propriety. He himself might almost say, 
that if it had not been for his admission into Sun- 
day schools, as an unconverted teacher, he had 
been shut out of heaven. When he looked at 
Sunday schools, under these considerations and 
circumstances, he dare not say, that he would re- 
fuse any person from becoming a Christian teach- 
er, provided his character be morally fair. He 
thought, if a man comes and professes a regard 
for christianity, and maintains a good moral cha- 
racter, we should not be justified in shutting him 
out; but, he would say, that it is at the peril of his 
soul, if he accept the charge, and continue in it 
one week, with other than the most sincere and 
virtuous motives, There is a dreadful responsi- 
bility on the conscience of that man, if he contin- 
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ue unconverted, which F would not incur for ten 
thousand worlds. It ishis duty to pray for mercy ; 
and he would urge it as a matter of overwhelming 
importance, that we recommend him to be in pos- 
session of that true and vital godliness, which will 
enable him to discharge his duty to God, to the chil- 
dren, and to himself. He would, by all that is dear 
to such an individual, as it respects the society at 
large—as he regards the souls of children commit- 
ted to his charge, and as he has an interest in his 
own eternal happiness, beseech, entreat, and ex- 
hort that man, instantly to seek the Lord while he 
is to be found, and call upon hin while he is near. 

Under these circumstances, the speaker gave it 
as his opinion, that, while he would not shat the 
door upon pon professors; yet, when they come 
into the school, he would exhort them instantly to 
seek that knowledge which makes the soul happy 
in time and eternity. 

Auother Superintendent observed, that he would 
not enter into an argument on the question, since 
so much had been said on both sides, but he would 
state a few facts, of which some had come under 
his own observation, and others were so well au- 
thenticated, that the fullest dependence might be 
placed upon the statements. With one exception, 
he should select those facts only which would 
show the influence of admitting teachers, who 
were uon-professors, in a single city, for these 
alone had become exceedingly numerous. He 
then mentioned the case of three females, who 


; entered as teachers ina school, with no higher 


views than engaging in what they supposed would 
be a pleasant employment for a few hours, and 
would gain for them the reputation of being kind 
and benevolent. In less than one year, they were 
all brought to feel the need of that knowledge, 
which they heard their fellow labourers communi- 
cate, and which was inculcated by the superinten- 
dent of the school, in her addresses, and they 
yielded submission to their Lord and Master, and 
became his professed disciples. 

During the first two years after the establish- 
ment of another school, seventeen of the teachers, 
who had entered the school, probably, with simi- 
lar motives, became obedicnt to the faith, and 
united as members of a Christian church, and 
many of them, if not all, continue to this day as 
faithful] labourers in the Sunday school cause. 

He mentioned five other schools, in) which 
twenty-three female teachers had become hope- 
fully piows, in the course of from three to eighteen 
months afer they were established. In a society, 
which embraced several schools and three hun- 
dred and eighty-four teachers, forty-five made a 
public profession of their faith in Christ, in a sin- 
gle year. The New York Female Union Society, 
at the close of their sixth year, reported one hun- 
dred and ninety-three of their teachers, who, since 
their connexion with the schools, had madea pub- 
lic profession of religion. There was one fact, 
said the speaker, connected with a school in New 
Jersey, of a most interesting character: It was 
conducted by twelve teachers, two only of whom 
were professors; they, with their minister, mourn- 
ed over the condition of the ten impenitent teach- 
ers, and agreed to set apart one hour in each 
week to pray for their conversion. Ina few weeks, 
three of them came to their minister, bowed down 
with a deep concern for their sins, and asking the 
way of eteynal Jife, They soon found joy and 
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peace in believing, and shortly after five more came 
on the saine errand, and they also obtained hope: 
thus eight of those who entered the school with- 
out possessing an experimental acquaintance with 
religion found the pearl of great price. This re- 
vival extended to the congregation, and others 
were made partakers of like precious benefits. 

In conclusion, he would further observe, that on 
examining the reports of fourteen schools, for the 
year 1823, he found it stated, that one hundred 
and four teachers had, since their connexion with 
the schools, made a public profession of religion, 
and of this number, sixteen were then engaged in 
preparing for the gospel ministry. Facts like 
these might be multiplied toa far greater extent, 
did the time permit; but these are sufficient to 
show some of the advantages which have resulted 
from admitting teachers, who at the time gave no 
evidence of an experimental acquaintance with 
religion. 

Here the.discussion of this question closed, and 
we have only room to mention, that the following 
is the question for October: 


“No. 7. By what means can the benefits of 


Sunday schools be secured to the elder scholars 7” 





FROM THE GUARDIAN AND MONITOR. 


EVIDENCES OF CONVERSION.—No. I. 
It is to be expected that the subjects of re- 
newing grace will be able to give a reason of the 
hope that is -in them with meekness and fear. 
The change wrought in sinners at conversion, 
‘using the word conversion to denote the com- 
mencement of holiness in the sou!) is of such a 
nature, as to be ascertained by evidence. The 
evidence is of different degrees of weight and 
importance, and in tracing it in the experience 
of individuals, much caution is to be observed. 
There are some things, which do not of them- 
selves prove a change of heart, which however 
are generally found in those who are the sub- 


jects of this change. Every thing which may 


be found in impenitent sinners, when found in 
saints, must be set to that class of evidences 
which cannot be relied on, although it should 
be important, viewed in connexion with some- 


-thing else. There is some evidence of holi- 


ness in the case of every real convert, which no 
impenitent sinner has ; and in searching for ev- 
idence which can with safety be depended on, 
we must look for something beyond what can 
be found in any unconverted person. Impen- 
itent sinners may do many things which saints 
do, yet not be saints, because under the influ- 
ence of wrong motives. 

There are several evidences, on which many 
persons rely with confidence, which in reality 


are very unsafe. We shall point out some of 


these, with the reasons why they are not to be 
relied on. It is maintained by many, that con- 
version, if real, is so great a change, that every 
one must be supposed to know when it takes 
place. Hence they regard it of importance in 
ascertaining the piety of individuals, that they 
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should be able to te’! the time and circumstan- 
ces of their conversion ; and they conclude, 
that those who cannot do this, have no great 
reason to hope they have passed from death 
unto life, although they appear to live Chris- 
tian lives. The importance which has been 
attached to this evidence, has discouraged ma- 
ny whose lives have borne honourable testimo- 
ny to their hopeful conversion, yet who have 
hardly dared to hope for themselves, because 
wanting in this one evidence. It is doubtless 
true, that some convert¢ are able to remember 
wher and how their attention was first arrest- 
ed,—how they were borne down under con- 
scious guilt and distressed in apprebension of 
coming wrath, and when they hopefully sub- 
mitted” to Christ. It may be a satisfaction to 
go back and review their exercises.at that time, 
and to compare their feelings then with what 
they have been at subsequent periods ; yet, the 
fact, that they are able to remember a season 
of conviction of sin and hupeful conversion, is 
no sure evidence of piety, and if relied on at 
all, it must be taken in connection with their 
experience since that season. And in how ma- 
ny instances have individuals become hopeful 
converts in seasons of revival, who could tell 
the time and circumstances of their supposed 
conversion with much particularity, yet 
have afterwards fallen away and rendered i 

manifest by their lives, that their religion was 
vain? Men.in their natural state are subject to 
more or less religious impressions, and to vari- 
ations in their feelings. In these cases, in which 
persons are able to tell the circumstances of their 
conversion, there is great reason to fear, that 
the change is nothing more than what persons 
in a state of nature often experience, who are 
without holiness. ‘There is no impression made 
on the consciousness of the moral agent in con- 
version by the Holy Spirit, by which he can 
certainly know that it is the Spirit of God ope- 
rating on him: no violence is done to his pow- 
ers of moral agency, by which he is to know 
that he isa new moral man. We have heard 
persons say that they could feel the Spirit of 
God descending on them, and that they had 
intuitive evidence in their own minds of the 
agency of the Holy Spirit; but we have re- 
garded such as enthusiasts, greatly ignorant of 
themselves and of what the Scriptures teach on 
the subject. We have no evidence from the 
Scriptures to warrant the conclusion; that the 
operations of the Spirit are to be distinguished 
by any consciousness in ourselves, from the op- 
erations of our own minds. God has taught us, 
that the Spirit’s operation is mysterious and 
unperceived, and that we are to ascertain its 
reality from its effects. “ ‘The wind bloweth 
where it Hsteth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh or 
whither it goeth ; ; so is every one that is born 
of the Spirit.” The apprehension that we must 
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know our conversion at the time it takes place, 
isa great mistake. As it is to be learnt from 
its effects, it may have taken place long before 
individuals begin to hope they are converts. 
The effects in given cases, though real, may 
not come so distinctly before the mind as to 
be noticed, or if noticed, the mind may have 
so jealous and watchful attention in regard to 
its wrong acts, as to refuse all reason to hope 
fora long season. Hence it is, that many, who 
appear to be Christians for years, live without 
the consolations of hope in Christ. They are 
attentive to the duties of religion, and find en- 
joyment in them, yet do not allow that they 
have any reason to hope they are the children 
of God. They see so much sin in themselves, 
and feel so unworthy, that they cannot believe 
that they have any holiness. ‘They may, how- 
ever, potwithstanding, be real converts, and be 
growing into conformity to Christ, though with- 
out the consolations of hope. We had rather 
find persons living in this manner, than to find 
them depending on a conversion, which took 
place in early life, or at some former period in 
life, from which they dated their hopes, and to 
which they look back as the principal evidence 
of their being the children of God. We have 
seen those whose lives manifested little or noth- 
ing of the power of religion, resting their hope 
on a conversion which took place forty years 
ago. ‘They were in early life subjects of reli- 
gious awakening,—they gained hopes that they 
were converted, and taking this for evidence oi 
piety, they settled down in the conclusion that 
they were Christians, and in this conclusion they 
have rested, and in this, it is probable, they 
will remain till death. You cannot make them 
feel the force of truth, because they are shield- 
ed in the apprehension that they are Chris- 
.tians, and are ready to tell you how they were 
converted forty or fifty years ago. We view 
the state of such as very alarming, while we 
look at their lives and find no real evidences 
of love and attachinent to Christ. And when- 
ever ability to tell of one’s conversiun is made 
a good evidence of piety, we fear for the conse- 
quences, we fear lest undue confidence be re- 
posed in this, and lest active holiness be neg- 
lected. We do not find this evidence laid down 
in the Bible, as one to be depended on. We 
do not find that Christ enquired of those that 
followed him, when they were converted? It 
they had forsaken all for him,—if they had 
complied with the terms of allegiance to him, 
it was sufficient. The circumstances of time, 
place, and means in their conversion were un- 
important in proving their piety. ‘They might, 
perhaps, be known in some cases, and have im- 
portance in some connexions, and it might be 
a satisfaction to individuals to be able to review 
them ; still, as evidences of their present piety, 
they are altogether unimportant. It is danger- 
ous to assume that as evidence of piety which’ 
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is not laid down in the Bible, and which, from 
the nature of the case, is not to be relied on 
with safety. Many are able to tell the time of 
their conversion; others are not. Doubtless 
there are real converts of both classes, and 
doubtless many who are not subjects of grace, 
are able to refer back to some period of awak- 
ening and anxiety of mind, and place great reli- 
ance on what they then experienced. As they 
who are not renewed persons may have this 
kind of evidence, it should never be relied on 
only in connexion with the subsequent life. To 
them who are indulging hopes, whether pos- 
sessed of this evidence of conversion or not, we 
would say your lives must shew the reality of 
your conversion, and in your progressive holi- 
ness you must collect evidence, rather than by 
reference to the time of your conversion. If 
you are not able to refer to any time, no matter 
if you are alive to Gud, and are devoted to his 
service ; if you are able to refer back to the 
time of your supposed conversion, be careful 
that you find in your own experience a grow- 
ing conformity to the moral likeness of Christ. 
The great thing is to be found in Christ, not hav- 
ing on your © own righteousness, which is of 
the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
faith.” 

Se _- eT _t 
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The first Congregational Society in this city, have ap- 
propriated a nuunber of gratuitous seats in the Middle 
Stran- 
vers of this class, who are desirous of attending public 


Brick Church, for the accommodation of seamen. 


worship on the Sabbath, are invited to come without mon- 
ey, and without price. On entering the south door inthe 
gallery, they will be directed to convenient slips, where 
they need never feel themselves intraders, 

We hope this example wil! be followed in other places. 


BIBLE SOCIETIES. 

The following summary statement of the operations of 
Foreign Bibie Societies, in different parts of the world, is 
compiled by the Missionary Herald, from the Ninth Re- 
port of the American Bible Society, recently published. 


Great Britain and [reland.—The receipts and 
expenditures of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, during its twentieth year, were given, at 
some length, in the Herald for May, p. 146, and 
need not be here repeated. The number of Bi- 
bles and Testaments, which had been issued up to 
May 1824, were there mentioned.—In England 
this Soctety has published the Bible, or parts there- 
of, in 23 languages ; and on continental pang: it 
has aided in publishing the Scriptures in 27 lan- 
guages. In Asia, it has promoted the translation 
and publication of the Divine word in 14 langua- 
ges, and in various dialects, and the whole of the 
Scriptures in the Chinese language, in two ver- 
sions. It has aided, directly or indirectly, in prin- 
ting, publishing, circulating, or translating the Bi- 





ble, in whole or in part, in one hundred and forty 
different languages and dialects. It has given an 
impulse to Christendom, and to the world.—The 
Hibernian Bible Society received over 20,000 dol- 
lars during the year ending May 1824. 

Continental Europe —In Russia, the Bible 
cause is said to be still gaining ground. The Na- 
tional Society has three hundred auxiliaries and 
branches, and is circulating the Bible in 23 differ- 
ent languages. The Riga Society alone had sent 
out the Bible in 11 different languages; and in 
new Pebalz, a branch of the Riga Society had no 
less than 2,340 members. The Swedish Nation- 
al Society had circulated 200,000 copies of the Bi- 
ble and Testament, and is in a prosperous state.— 
The Danish Bible Society has sent out more than 
100,000 copies of the Scriptures ; the Sleswig-Hol- 
stein Society, more than 50,000 ; the Rendsburgn, 
nearly 5,000; and the Prussian National Society, 
more than 33,000. ‘The Societies in Germany for 
promoting the circulaion of the Word of God, are 
generally increasing in zeal and usefulness.— 
Clergy and laity, peasant and prince, in a good 
degree, unite to cherish and fasterthem. They 
aie protected and patronized by royal munificence 
aud authority. 

While Protestant Germany is thus associated to 
revive the world with the waters of life, Roman 
Catholic Germany is turning its eye to the guid- 
ance of a single individual, as Israel to Muses, ex- 
pecting from his hand an abundance of water to 
fotlow them through the wilderness. ‘The Roman 
Catholic students in the various universities, the 
youth in the elemeutary seminaries, the travelling 
mechanics, the military, and the multitudes of the 
peasantry, look to Dr. Leander Van Eess, a Ro- 
man Catholic priest, of primitive holiness, for a 
supply of their wants. The War Departinent of 
the Grand Dutchy of Hesse-Darmstadt has en- 
couraged his exertions, and much good has already 
resulted from his labors. During a single year, 
he has put in circulation 50,000 copies of the 
Scriptures, and more than 500,000 copies since the 
commencement of his exertions! Many of the 
Roman Catholic clergy encourage his labors, and 
aid him with all their influence. One of thei 
took from him, at one time, 2,300 copies, aud af- 
terward sent av order for 5,000 more, observing, 
that the tears of the starving multitude kept con 
stantly telling hin of their hunger and thirst for 
the bread and water of life. 

The Switze:land Bible Societies are scattering 
the incorruptible seed over all the vallies and 
mountains of that interesting country. The Soci- 
eries of Schaffhausen, St. Gall, and Toggenburg ; 
of Zurich, Glarus, and Aarau ; of Bern aud Gene 
va, and mauy others; are harmoniousiy pursuing 
their sacred work. But the Society of Basle ex- 
cels them all, having circulated already more than 
128,000 copies of the Scriptures. In Nethe:lands 
the cause 1s daily gaining ground; and in France 
it flourishes in a most animating degree. Tie in- 
coine of the Protestant Society of Paris, during its 
fifth year, was 55,495 francs. It has seventy-five 
auxiliaries and branches, besides a great number 
of associations. Besides other places of note and 
interest, societies have been established at Lyons, 
Bordeaux, Nisines, Montauban, Marseilles, Mount- 
pelier, Toulouse, Ronen, Orleans. Caen, and at 
Ferney, furmerly the residence of Voltaire ! 
Africa.—The Society of Sierra Leone is in 
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a flourishing state. Even there the system of do- 
mestic visitation is vigorously and beneficially pur- 
sued. Farther south, the Society at the Cape of 
Good Hope is doing much in relation to the sphere 
of its action. Dr. Philip thus writes to the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society : 

“The discoveries daily making lead to a suppo- 
sition, that all the languages spoken from Kieskam- 
mato the Arabian Gulf, and from the mouth of 
the Zembeze to that of the Congo, are derived 
from a single stock, and so nearly allied to each 
other as greatly to facilitate the translation and 
circulation of the Holy Scriptures. Who does not 
see in these circuinstances a field of operation of 
unlimited extent—a population to work upon in- 
numerable—a foundation laid for the temple of 
Jehovah in Southern Africa, in which all the nu- 
merous dialects of the Bootchuana language will 
be consecrated to the service of the living God, 
and in which its numerous tribes may worship, 
and receive the light of life and salvation.” 

The Amharic version of the Gospel has been 
sent, by the British and Foreign Bible Society, in- 
to Abyssinia, and the Ethiopic version follows 
closely upon it, “which cannot fail to help Ethio- 
pia in stretching out her hands to God.” 

India.—The notices respecting this part of the 
world, will be given in the language of the Report. 

In Calcutta, the Bible Association has adopted 
the system of district inquiry, and has been very 
successful. The Hindoos, Mohamedans, Portu- 
guese, and Armenians are now receiving the Bi- 
ble from them with great readiness, and some of 
them are contributing funds to the Bible with great 
liberality. 

Fiom Serainpoor, Burmah, Bombay, and Ma- 
dras, intelligence of the most gratifying kind has 
been received, in relation to the progress of the 
traaslation and circulation of the Scriptures in the 
various languages of the East; also from Ceylon 
and Amboyna; from Sydney, in New South 
Wales, and Huahine. 

li must gladden the heart of every Christian to 
learn, that two versions of the whole Bible in the 
Chinese language have been completed, and are 
now in circulation—one by Dr. Marsham, and the 
other by Dr. Morrison and Dr. Milne. Thus, 
240,000,000 of perishing sinners, in China, Co- 
chin China, and Japan, may now read im their 
own language, wherein they were born, the wou- 
derful works of God. 

Netherland Indiay too, gladdens our hearts with 
good tidings. The Javanese Bible is cempleted ; 
and promises much good to the inhabitants of Ja- 
va; and Chinsurah begins to relinquish ber ido! 
gods, beholuing their vanity in the hght of the re- 


vealed will of God. 
INSTALLATIONS. 





On Sabbath, the 25th ult., the Rev. Benjamin 
C. Taylor, late Pastor of the Reformed Dutch 
Churches of Greenbush and Blooming Grove in 
Reussejaer Co. N. Y. was installed pastor of the 
Reformed Dutch Church at Patterson Landing, 
Essex Co. N. J. The Rev. Wilhelmus Elting 
who had been previously appointed for the service 
by the Rev. Classis of Paramus, delivered an ap- 
propriate sermon from Luke x. 5, 6, and also the 
charges to the pastor and people, and read the 
installation service usual on such occasions. 
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After a short intermission, the Rev. Mr. Tay- 
lor delivered his installation discourse from Ist 
Thessalonians, ii, 4,“ But as we were allowed of 
God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we 
speak, not as pleasing men, but God who trieth 
our hearts.” The exercises of the day were cha- 
racterized by a solemnity which it is believed will 
long be remembered by the multitude who assem- 
bled on the occasion “ to hear what God the Lord 
would say.” 


Installed, at Franklin, Portage Co. Ohio, Oct. 
5, 1825, the Rev. George Sheldon. The introduc- 
tory prayer was offered by Rey, Mr. Hanford; Rev. 
Mr. Seward preached the sermon from 1 4Tim. iii. 
1; Rev. Mr. Treat offered the installing prayer ; 
Rev. Mr. Keys delivered the charge to the payers 
Rev. Mr. Meriam gave the right hand of felfow- 
ship; Rev. Mr. Storrs delivered an address to the 
congregation, and Rev. Mr. Humphrey offered the 
concluding prayer. 


BY HIS EXCELLENCY 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, 


Governor and Commander in Chief in and over 
the State of Connecticut, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


§t having pleased Almighty God, through the year which 
is now drawing to a close, to bestow upon the people ot 


this State numerous and unmerited blessings, flowing 


from his superintending Providence and = increasing 
bounty ; aud it being alike the dictate of reason aud the 
voice of revelation, that special seasons are set apart, in 
which public acknowledgments of Divine Goodness 
may be made, with devout prayers for a continuance of 
his blessings, and sincere desires, that suitable impres- 
civns may thereby be made on our hearts: 

Impressed with these truths, and in accordance 
with the usages of our ancestors, I have thought 
fit to appoint, and I do hereby appoint Thursday, 
the twenty-fourth day of November next, to be ob- 
served throughout this State, as a day of public 
THANKSGIVING, Prayer and Praise to AL- 
micguty Gop. And I do accordingly recom- 
mend to all the people of this State, to assemble 
on that day, in their respective places of public 
worship, and with their pastors and spiritual teach- 
ers, to present to our Heavenly Father the hoi. 
age of sincere and thankful hearts, for all his good- 
ness and loving-kindness to us: That He has bles- 
sed the industry of His people, caused the fruits of 
the earth to grow, and be gatbered, for the suste- 
nance of man and beast; and made the heart of 
the husbandman to rejoice: ‘That he has averted 
contagious sickness from our borders, so that the 
voice of health has been heard in our streets: That 
he has extended the benefits of science and the 
arts, and the blessings of Religion, and enabled 
the people to continue the manifestations of a spir- 
it of order, of progressive improvement, and of 
practical piety. 

And while presenting these our think offerings 
to beseech Him, that He would teach us rightly to 
understand, and duly to estimate the mercies, 
which have been bestowed upon us: that they may 
shew us our dependence upon Him, lead us to re- 
pentance for our sivs, and reformation in our 
lives, and enable us to conform to the perfect ex- 
ainple of His Son, our Savigur and Judge, who has 
brought life and immortality to light. 

At the same time, to.offer our sincere prayers, 
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that He would bless the President of the United 
States, and all others in authority in the national 
and state governments ; prosper the labours of ev- 
ery branch of industry ; extend the lights of sci- 
ence and the arts ; continue the blessings of peace 
and concord ; give permanency to our religious, lit- 
erary and civil institutions; and, through the in- 
strumentality of His Holy Gospel and His Divine 
Spirit, make this land of freedom, a place where 
He shall delight to dwell, and its inhabitants a 
people, whom he will own and bless; that He would 
vouchsafe his mercies to the whcle family of man- 
kind ; break up the habitations of cruelty ; destroy 
the power of the oppressor; give freedom to en- 
slaved nations, and efficacy to all means for exten- 
ding the blessings of civilization, instruction, and 
pure and undefiled religion; and that He would 
cause the whole earth speedily to be filled with 
His glory. 

All servile labor and vain recreation, on said 

day, ave by law forbidden. 

Given under my hand, andthe seal of the State, 
at Litchfield, this third day of October, in the 
year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-five, and in the fiftieth year of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America. OLIVER WOLCOTT. 

By His Excellency’s command, 

Tuomas Day, Secretary. 


[2A paragraph has been going the rounds for two or 
three weeks past, stating, on the authority of a letter re- 
ceived at New-Bedford, that the American Colony at Cape 
Messurado was in a deplorable state ; many of the Colonists 
sick, and Mr. Ashmun, the Agent, dangerously ill of a fever. 
We recollect once hearing a lady remark that she had 
never knowa any thing about that Colony beyond the an- 
nual statement in the newspapers that the whole estab- 
lishment had just beep cut off, and that from the so fre- 
quent repetition of that one article of information, she 
had concluded, that the settlers must be a very vivacious 
race of beings, to die so often, and yet to be alive and die 
again whenever the lovers of the marvellous might find it 
convenient. The fact istheve are some editors who read- 
ily publish every report and every rumor which may tend 
to discourage the supporters of that little Colony, and to 
dissuade the public trom enlisting in its behalf; while eve- 
ry thing of a contrary character they carefully avoid. And 
there are nota few readers who notice and remember eve- 
ry such report and rumor while they neglect the contradic- 
tion or the explanation which always follows with the 
next authentic information. We therefore earnestly re- 
quest all such editors and readers to take notice that the 
United States ship Cyane, J. O. Creighton, Esq Com- 
mander sailed from the Colony on the 23d, of August, and 
that at that time, THE COLONY WAS FOUND IN A MOST 
PROSPEROUS AND HEALTHY CONDITION AND THE IN- 
TERCOURSE WITH THE NATIVES WAS ON THE MOST 
FRIENDLY FOOTING. anita 





PRIZE ESSAYS. 


The Committee of Publication of the American 
Sunday School Union offer a premium of 15 dol- 
lars to the person who shall write the best Essay, or 
series of essays, “On the nature and design of Sab- 
bath Schools, the Persons who oug!it to attend as 
Pupils, and those who ought to attend as Teach- 
ers;” also a premium of 15 dolla: ‘o the person 
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who shall write the best essay, or series of essays, 
“On the Qualification and Duties of Superinten- 
dents and Teachers ; the best means of acquising 
these qualifications ; and the best means of secur- 
ing activity and perseverance in the discharge of 
those duties.” Particular regard, in deciding on 
the merits of the essays, is to be paid, not only to 
the ability with which the subjects are discussed, 
nut to the adaptedness of the-suggestions to the ex- 
isting state of Sabbath School iustruction in the 
different parts of this country. The communica- 
tions, post paid, must be sent to the Editor of the 
American Sunday School Magazine in Philadel- 
phia, on, or before the first day of January next. 


[.V. ¥. Obs. 





FROM THE CONNECTICUT OBSERVER. 


* Whereinsoever any is bold, I am bold also.” 


In a late New-Yoik Observer is a list of eminent men 
who have proceeded from Nassau-Hall. Our Yale, we 
think, is not behind any of her sister institutions. We 
give a similar list, in the order in which they appear in 
the Catalogue. 


1706 Jonathan Dickinson, President of the College of 
New-Jersey. 

1714 Samuel Johnson, S.T.D. President of the New-York 

* College. 

172l Thomas Fitch, Governor of Connecticut. 

1733 Eleazer Wheelock, S. T. D. President of Dartmouth 
College. 

1735 Aaron Burr, President of Nassau- Hall. 

— Joseph Bellamy, S.'T. D. an eminent Divine. 

1740 Eliphalet Dyer, LU. D. Chief Justice of Connect- 
cut. 

— Jokn Worthington, LL. D. an eminent Lawyer in 
Massachusetts. 

1741 William Livingston, LL. D. Governor of N. Jersey. 

1742 William Samuel Johnson, LL. D. President ot Co- 
lumbia College. 

1746 Ezra Ses, S. T. D. LL.D. Presi:tent of Yale Col- 

lece. oe / 3 

1747 Oliver FFdteott, LL. D. Governor of Connecticut. » 

—— Lyman Hail, Governor of Georgia. ; 

1748 Samuel Seehury, S.'T. D. Bishop of Connecticut. 

— Nupthali Duggett, $.T. D. President of Yale Col- 


lege. 4 
1756 John Smaliey, S. T. D. an eminent Theologian. 
1757 Edmund Funning, Vice Governor of Nova Scotia, 


and Governor of Prince Edward Island. 

1758 Silus Deane, Ambassador to France. 

1759 Jonathan Sturges, LL. D. Member of Congress and 
Judge in Connecticat. 

—— Benjamin Trumbull, 8. T. D.the Historian of Con- 
necticut, 

1761 Aleaham Jarvis, 8. T. D. Bishop of Connecticut. 

— Nathan Brownson, Governor of Georgia. 

1763 Stephen Mix Mitchell, LL. D. U. S. Senator and 
Cinief Justice of Connecticut. 

1764 Bezaleel Woodward, Professor of Mathematics in 
Dartmouth College. . 

1765 Theodme Sedgwick, U. S. Senator, and Judge in 
Massachusetts. 

766 Jonathan Ingersoll, LL. D. Vice Governor and Judge 
in Connecticat. 

1767 Samuel Weles, S.T. D. Professor of Divinity in 
Yale College 

—— John Trumbull, LL. D. Poet. 

— John Treadwell, LL. D. Governor of Connecticut. 

— Nathaniel Emmons, 8. T. D. an eminent Divine. 

1769 Timothy Dwight, S3.T.D. LL. D. President of Yale 
College. 

1771 David Humphreus, LL. D. Ambassador to Spain. 

1772 Abraham Baldwin, President of the University of 
Georgia. 

— William Hull, Governor of Michigan Territory. 

1773 James Hillhouse, LL. D. United States Senator. 

1776 Chauncey Goodrich, U. S. Senator and Vice Gover- 
nor of Connecticut. 


1777 Nathaniel Chipman, LL. D, U.S. Senator and Pyo- 





Dying hours of President Edwards. $29 


—— Eleazar Fitch, President of Williams College. 

1778 Joel Barlow, LL. D. Ambassador to France. 

—— Josiah Meigs, President of the University of Geor- 
gia. . 

—— Zephaniah Swift, LL. D. an eminent Jurist in Con-, 


necticut. v 


—- VGliver Wolcott, LL. D. Governor of Connecticut. 

1780 ‘Roger Griswold, LL. D. Governor of Connecticut. 

1781 James Kent, LL. D. Chancellor of New-York. 

—— Israel Smith, Governor of Vermont. 

L783 John Cotton Smith, LL. D. Governer of Conuect- 
cut. 

1785. Samuel Huntington, Governor of Ohio. 

Return J. Meigs, Governor of Ohio. 

1787 a Backus, 5. T. D. President of Hamilton Col- 
ece, 


1790 Edward D. Grifin, S. T. D. President of Williams 
ege. 
1793 J 
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with Atwater, President of Dickinson College. 

1794 .dndrew Yates, S.T.D. Professor of Moral Philos- 
ophy in Union College. 

1795 Jeremiah Day, $.T.D. LL. D. President of Yale 
College. 

1796 ig Davis, S$. T. D. President of Hamilton Col- 
eve 

—— Benrjamin Silliman, Professor in Yale-College. 

1797 James Murdock, S$. T.D. Professor in Andover The- 
ological Seminary. 

1799 James L. Kingsley, Professor in Yale College. 

—— Moses Stuart, 5. T. D. Professur in Andover Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

1802 David A. Sherman, President of Tennessee College, 

1803 Horace Holly, President of Transylvania Univer- 
sit. 

1804 John C. Calhoun, LL. D. Vice President of the Unj- 
ted States. ‘ 

—— Richard C. Lansing, Professor in the Auburn Thee 
ological Seminary. 

ed — Tyler, S.'T. D. President of Dartmouth Col- 
ege. 

1805 — Humphrey, S. T. D. President of Amherst 
Jollege. 

1807 Nathaniel W. Taylor, S. T. D. Professor of Theolo- 
ev at New-Haven. 

1808 Matthew Rice Dutton, Professor of Mathematics in 
Yale College. ;"* 

1810 Ethan A. Andrews, Professor of Languages in 
North Carolina University. 

—_—— Aone w T. Fitch, Protessor of Divinity in Yale Col- 
ege. 

—— Chauncey A. Goodrich, Professor of Oratory in Yale 
College. 

1812 Theodore Strong, Professor of Mathematics in Ham- 
ilton College. — 

1813 dlerander M. Fisher, Professor of Mathemati¢s in 
Yale College. 

—— Elisha Mitchell, Professor of Mathematics in North 
Carolina. 

—— Denison Olmsted, Professor of Chemistry in North 
Carolina 

1817 Robert B. Patton, Professor of Languages in Nas- 
sau-Hall, 

Yale College marks among her sous 1 Vice-President 
of the United States, 1 Secretary of the Treasury, | Sec- 
retary of War, 1 Post Master General, 3 Foreign Ambas- 
sadors, 24 Governors of States, 20 United States Senators, 
82 Members of Congress, 1 Chancellor of New-York, 40 
Judges of Supreme Courts, 19 Presidents of Colleges, 18 
Professors of Colleges, 3 Professors of Theological 
Schools, 5 Professors of Medical Institutions; and a long 
list of eminent and useful divines. Ought not ag Institu- 
tion which has sent forth so many distinguished men, to be 
loved and patronised ? 


—_— 





FROM THE PHILADELPHIA RECORDER, 


DYING HOURS OF PRESIDENT EDWARDS. 


This eminent man feN a vietim to the small 
pox. ‘This dreadful disorder being very prevalent, 
and likely to spread in the parts of America where 
he then resided, and Mr. Edwards having never 
had it, was, by his own desire, and the advice of 





fessorof Law in Middlebury College 


. 


his physician, innoculated for it, on February 17, 
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1758. He had it favourably, and it was thought 
that all danger was over: but a secondary fever 
set in. and the number of pustules in his throat 
caused such an obstruction, that the medicines 
necessary to check the fever could not be admin- 
istered. It therefore raged till it put an end to 
his life, on the 22d of March following, in the 55th 
year of his age. , 

A little before his death, being sensible he could 
not survive, he called his daughter, who attended 
him in his sickness, and addressed her in a few 
words, which were immediately taken down, tn wri- 
ting, as nearly as could be recollected, as follows: 

* Dear Lucy: 

“It seems to be the will of God that I must 
shortly leave you ; therefore give my kindest love 
to my dear wife, and tell her that the uncommon 
union which has subsisted so long between us, has 
been of such a nature as] trust is spiritual, and 
therefore will continue forever. And I hope she 
will be supported under so great a trial, and sub- 
mit cheerfully to the will of God. As to you, my 
children, you are now like to be left fatherless ; 
this I hope will be an inducement to you to seek 
that father who will never fail you.” He then 
gave directions for his funeral; that it should be 
plain, and not attended with pomp and cost, by 
giving away a number of costly mourning scarfs, 
&c.—that nothing should be expended but what 
was agreeable to the dictates of christian decency : 
and the difference between the sum expended on 
this and a more modish funeral, should be given 
to the poor of his estate. 

In his sickness he said but very little, but was 
an admirable instance of patience and resignation 
tothe last. Just at the close of life, some persons 
standing by, and expected that he would breathe 
iis lastin a few minutes, were lamenting his death, 
net only as a great frown on the College,* but as 
tuving a dark aspect on the interests of religion in 
general, not imagining that he heard, or would 
even speak again: to their surprise, however, he 
suid, * Trust in God, and ye need not fear.’ These 
were his last words. What could have ‘een more 
suitable to the occasion! and what need of more! 
There is in them as much matter as if he had writ- 
ten a volume. Thus, he had the uninterrupted 
use of his reason to the last, and died with as much 
composure, to all appearance, as if he had been 
only going to sleep ; the physician who @unstantly 
attended him, bas the following words im his let- 
ter, by which he communicated to Mrs. Edwards 
the incuruful intelligence: “ Never did any mor- 
tal man more clewly and fully evidence the 
sincerity of his professions, by one continued, uni- 
versal calm, cheerful resignation, apd patient sub- 
mission to the divine will, through every stage of 
his disease, than he, Not somucit as one discon. 
tented expression nor the least appearance of 
wurinuring though the whole! And never did 
any person expire with more perfect freedom from 
pain ;—not so much as one distortion, but in the 
most proper seuse of the words, he really fell 
asleep.” 


FROM THE SOUTHERN INTELLIGENCER. 


CONVERSATION. 


The duties of my unwelcome office, as a Spy, 
necessatily lead me into conversation with those 





* Of New Jersey, of which he was President. 





Conversation. 
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of every class in society. To ascertain the real 
state of the enemy’s camp is no small task—it re- 
quires the sacrifice of much time, and more feel- 
ing: Fora person must devise some means of 
conversing with the principal leaders of its differ- 
ent departments. In doing this, he is ever liable 
to be detected, and made to experience all the 
evils to which his character is exposed by the laws 
of war. Ina moral war, however, the christian 
spy may escape all these evils by keeping a con- 
science void of offence, and relying on the promis- 
es of his Sovereign for protection. 

My intercourse with these various classes, has 
led me to reflect ov the subject of their conversa- 
tion, and to detect an evil, (which is little thought 
of,) even in this. Most are apt to imagine, they 
have a right to converse on what they please, and 
as long as they please. This position, however, is 
denied, afid lays the foundation of the evil of which 
[am about to complain. If an intelligent and ac- 
countable being is at liberty to converse on any 
subject, to which the depraved and sinful inclina- 
tions of the human heart may lead, then he has a 
right to trample on the authority of him who hath 
said, “ Be ve holy in all manner of conversation.” 
And if he is at liberty to spend as much time, as 
he chooses, in conversing on vain and foolish sub- 
jects, then he has a right to violate the following: 
divine command: * Let your communication be, 
yea, yea, nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than 
these cometh of evil.” 

Rational conversation is one of the greatest sour- 
ces of human happivess; and that, which is vain 
and sinful, is one of the greatest of human evils. 
But how much more of che Jatter, than of the for- 
mer is embraced in the daily conversation of most? 
That of some is alinost to a word unworthy a ra- 
tional being ; and that of others though more dig- 
unified, is not pure and holy. 

Go into any society you may choose, from the 
highest to the lowest; and spend but one short 
half hour, or if you will, a long whole day, and 
say, if far the greater part of conversation is not 
vain, and tifling, and wicked. Mingle for a few 
moments, with the degraded outcasts, the friend- 
less wanderers of your streets, and learn the mel- 
ancholy, the humbling theme of their conversation. 
They will either tell you of the miserable scenes 
in which they have united—telate the cause of 
their present degradation—or, what is more pro- 
bable, shock your feelings with a relation of plans 
devised to render them, if possible, more degraded. 
Turn from these, and join the bustle of the busy 
multitude performing the labours of the day ; and 
learn the tilling subjects of their common con- 
versation. ‘They are such as will never subdue 
the unhallowed passions, elevate the grovelling 
alfections, or enlighten the darkened understand- 
ing. They arise from any source, rather than 
those worthy the attention of accountable beings, 
destined to a future state of rewards and punish- 
ment. From this noisy thiong, direct your way 
to the Exchange. Here listen to the various to- 
pics of conversation, which engage the attention 
of speculators. Some will entertain you with their 
brightening prospects of future gain—some with 
their fears of trusting any, but cash in hand—oth- 
ers with their loss and disappointed expectations. 
Leaving this, so unsatisfying to a mind of higher 
hopes, visit the more enlightened society of the 
medical order. In listening to their conversation 
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you may learn from some the number of lives 
they have destroyed in trying experiments—from 
others the pernicious effects of the present mode 
of practice pursued by most—and from others stil: 
the vast quantity of common bread and coloured 
water they have used fer valuable medicine. In 
short, you may hear them converse about any 
thing, that relates to the body, but you will hea: 
nothing respecting the immortal principle that in- 
habits it. On this, they are as silent as though 
they were destitute of souls. Leave these, then, 
aud enier the court of civil justice. Here attend 
io the advice given an ignorant client to secure a 
good fee—see him, who gave the advice laugh at 
the ignorance of him to whom it was given, as 
soon as he has received his reward—witness the 
sophistry of an argument designed to arrest the 
course of justice—hear the decision of him, who 
had received fifty, or a hundred dollars, just be- 
fore he took his seat. Now, this does not look 
exactly as though it were to be brought again be- 
fore a higher court, and an impartial judge. Bur 
SO it is. 

Forsake these scenes, in which all are profess- 
edly engaged in worldly pursuits, and join, fora 
short time, the society of those discharging the 
duties of the sacred office of ambassadors of hea- 
ven. This class of men ] have designedly reser- 
ved until the last. They have assumed so much 
sacredness that they make even me feel some de- 
gree of reserve. I am, however, determined to 
wave every feeling of delicacy, and enter with 
you into the “sanctum sanctorum,” and there 
learn what is the conversation of the Clergy.— 
Listen to them disputing on subjects of as little 
importance as whether black is white, or white is 
black—observe how they detract from each other’s 
merit—hear them calumniate the members of 
other churches—see the low, mean, contemptible 
plans devised to influence the members of other 
congregations to join their own—lIook at the van 
ity they manifest in being able to satisfy their peo- 
ple with that which cost them no labour. Well, 
this is intolerable—it is not to be borne. But 
what shali we do ?—it is just like the conversation 
of other men. We must, therefore, make the best 
of it; and consider it as confirming the general 
position, that far the greater part of the conversa- 
tion of men is vain, trifling and wicked. 

But the conversation of women is no better.— 
Enter the domestic circle, and bear them talk fast- 
er than you can think—and without thinking them- 
selves. Gallant them to a tea-party, and hear a 
dozen of them conversing et the same time—and 
each striving to gain the ascendency by talking 
loudest. Go with them to some benevolent soci- 
ety, and hear them contending who shall have the 
management of affairs—who shall be the greatest 
among them. Follow them from house to house, 
and behold them completely exhausted in talk- 
ing to put down some man in office, and raise 
another on his ruin. Find them where you will, 
and hear them converse in deep toned accents, 
and with judicial precision respecting the bad 
nanagement of public concerns. 

Neither is the conversation much improved by 
uniting that of men and women in the same com- 
pany. Asa single specimen, enter the drawing 
room of some splendid palace—where all appear 
in their best dress,;— make use of their best lan- 
guage—and design to prepossess all in their fa- 





vour. Observe the affectation of some; the re- 
serve of others; and the wish to please, of all. Lis- 
‘en to the various subjects of conversation—the 
chit-chat of the whole assembly---and say, if it be 
not the ne plus ultra of splendid nonsense. 
Having thus established, (to the entire satisfac- 
tion of my own mind,) the position, that far the 
vreater part of conversation is unworthy intelli- 
gent and accountable beings, I shall only suggest 
the following simple, yet, certain remedy for the 
growing evil: J'hink more, and talk less, or, nev- 


er speak, only when you have something to say. 
CHRISTIAN SPY. 


ELEVEN HUNDRED TESTAMENTS PUT IN CIRCU- 
LATION BY A SINGLE TRACT» 

The following fact which came under the per- 
sonal observation of a member of a Society recent- 
ly formed in Glasgow, Scotland, for printing and 
distributing Religious Tracts in France, is related 
by the Committe, in their appeal to the Christian 
public :— 

A translation of the Tract “ Serious Thoughts 
on Eternity,” had found its way into the shop of 
Mr. B———,, a manufacturer of considerable in- 
fluence and property in B —, in the south of 
France, a town containing, without a single ex- 
ception, a thoroughly popish community ; he took 
it up and read it; it alarmed him, and he read it 
again; he pondered much over it for some time, 
as it was the only book of the kind that had ever 
fallen in his way. In this Tract were several re- 
ferences tothe New Testament; this was a book 
he had never seen, and he longed to search fur- 
ther into a subject which now appeared to him ot 
immense moment. He searched every store in 
town to see if they contained such a book, and at 
last, in the shop of a bookseller to whom a Pro- 
testant clergyman had sent a few copies with the 
faint hope that they might meet a purchaser, he 
discovered the volume he wanted: he read the 
Tract again, and consulted in the New Testament 
all the passages referred to; he pondered what 
these things could mean; he was awakened to a 
serious concern for his immortal soul, and the 
New Testament was now his constant study. At 
length he thought with himself,—are there none 
that are concerned about these truths? and he con- 
cluded, that the individual who had sent the New 
Testament to the bookseller, must surely feel their 
importance and value ; he made the necessary in- 
quiries, and found that it had been sent by the 
Protestant clergyman at T ; he wrote toa 
friend in the same town, requesting him to call 
upon the clergyman to say that he had seen the 
New Testament, and was desirous of correspond- 
ing with him on the subjects contained init. OF 
this invitation the clergyman gladly availed him- 
self, and commenced a correspondence which was 
not speedily terminated; Mr. B———’s heart 
was touched by the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
and his mind gradually opened to a knowledge of 
divine things. He lefi the Romish communion, 
and is now a most useful and devoted servant 
of the Lord Jesus. By a letter lately receiv- 
ed, he had sold at reduced prices, in the town 
where he resided, and villages around, upwards of 
eleven hundred New Testaments, and had also 
sold and distributed several thousands of Religious 
Tracts: Le has been the meauis likewise, it is add- 
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ed, of awakening the attention of several of his 
friends to a concern for their souls, and among 
others, of two popish priests, who, although they 
have not left the church of Rome, are now active 
in exhorting their parishioners to read the Scrip 
tures. Thus it is that by the blessing of God, one 
single T'ract has been the means of the circula- 
tion of eleven hundred New Testaments, several 
thousand T'racts, the conversion of at least one in- 
dividual, and the awakening. and it is to be hoped 
the conversion also, of two Popish priests. Let 
us not therefore remove our hand from a work so 
auspiciously commenced, but steadily persevere 
in the diligent use of the means, praying withal 
for a still more abundant out- pouring of the Divine 
Spirit to accompany them.—Amer. Tract Mag. 


STRIKING CONVERSION OF THE MATE 
OF A VESSEL. 


{Communicated at the request of the Committee. | 


Captain C , with whom | sailed, return- 
ing one Sabbath from a meeting at the Mariner’s 
Church in Philadelphia, threw down upon the 
transom two Tracts, one of which, he said, was 
for himself, and one for me. I pat my hand on 
the one lying uppermost, and asked him if I should 
take that. He said, yes: and I threw it aside till 
I should have an opportunity for reading it. Be- 
ing ready for sea, we now put out for the island 
of Cuba. Before we had proceeded far, I took 
my Tractin hand, and found it to be Dr. Pavson’s 
ADDRESS TO SEAMEN. As I cast my eye over 
its pages, the words, “ Whither are you bound 2” 
came home tomy heart. I said to myself, Where 
am I bound? The only reply I could make to 
my own inquiry was, Pursuing my present course, 
{ am bound to perdition. 

This awful apprehension resting on my mind, I 
promised God, that if he would return me to ny 
family once more, I would s:eer a different course. 
But this did not satisfy me: the words, “ Whither 
are you bound 2?” were sounding in my ears by 
night and by day. I now resorted to my Bible as 
my chart; but my heart was so hard that I could 
not steer-by it. This led me to attempt to pray. 

I at length returned to my family, and these 
words came immediately to my mind, ‘ Attend to 
your promise which you made to God.’ It was 
uot long before [ took another voyage. We ar- 
tived at our port in safety, but on our return were 
thrown upon a ledge of rocks, where, in attempt 
ing to cut away the rigging, 1 severely wounded 
my arm. I this situation concern for my soul 
soon became my greatest concern. It appeared 
to me that hell would soon be my portion, for I 
supposed my day of grace was past. I was now 
brought to consider how my dear Redeemer was 
wounded upon the cross. Oh, how my sins heap- 
ed upon me, as the blood gushed from my arm. 
I cried to my Saviour, as loud as I could, to have 
mercy on my soul. I thought nothing of the loss 
of the vessel. Could gold have delivered my soul 
from hell, | would have given a thousand worlds ; 
but alas! all was in vain. I was constrained to 
bid my w ife and children farewell, and through 
the loss of blood to recline my weary head. At 
this critical moment, |. spressed the words, 
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Striking Conversion.—The Roman Catholic Female Servant. 
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Soon, all my distress was gone. I felt myself to 
be in the arms of Jesus, and there I found rest to 
my soul. About this time day-light appeared, and 
it wasa new day tome. I was all the time in 
prayer, and when I got on shore I poured out my 
full soul to God. Then this world was quite un- 
der my feet. O! that was the time, when I could 
tell to the world what a dear Saviour I had found. 
The real enjoyment I then felt 1 cannot express. 
[ remained there for four days: three of them | 
was in a small hut, and had no opportunity to con- 
verse with either captain or crew, for I was three 
miles from them. All my comfort was in looking 
to Jesus, and praying that I might be kept from 
sin. I had a desire to be once more returned to 
my family ; but was enabled to say, “* Not my will, 
O God, but thine be done.” If I know my own 
heart, I have ever since delighted in prayer, and 
wish to serve my God and Redeemer, and to com- 
mit myself into his hands for time and for eternity. 
I feel an ardent desire for the salvation of my poor 
fellow Seamen. W.S. 


The respected clergyman through whom the 
above was communicated, states that the writer, at 
the time of the date of his letter, (June, 1825,) 
stood propounded for admission into the church 
under his pastoral charge, and gave good evidence 
of piety. Since the change in his religious cha- 
racter his wife also, and his mother, and a brother- 
in-law, for: whose conversion he constantly and 
fervently prayed, have indulged a hope in Christ. 
Such are the effects of a single Tract, presented 
to a Sea Captain at a Mariner’s Church ! 

[Tract Mag. 





THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FEMALE SERVANY. 

In the city of New-York, not far from the office 
of the Secretary of the American Tract Society, 
lived an old lady, who was visited by a Coinmittee 
of a Female Bible Association. They found her 
in possession of a Bible, and a case full of volumes 
on Divinity. They observed to her, that proba- 
bly she had experienced the benefit of these ad- 
vantages and inquired if her domestics were sup- 
plied with Bibles also. “They are Catholics,’ 
she replied, “ and do not wish to look into a Bible, 
and could not be persuaded to enter a Protestant 
church ; of course it would be of no use to ask 
them to subscribe for any.” 

While the visiters continued there, a young 
domestic came into the room, and was immedi- 
ately addressed on the subject: but they received 
no encouragement te proceed, They gave her 
some Tracts, however, and said, “If you like 
them, and will retura them to us when read, you 
shall* have others lent to you ;” and mentioned a 
time when she might call and receive more. At 
the very day appointed, she came with tears in 
her eyes, and said that “ she had counted the hours 
until the time arrived for her to obtain more 
Tracts, as she could not sleep for several nights 
after she had read them.” She brought the mo- 
ney to purchase a number, and observed that “ she 
could well afford a shilling a week in payment 
for such beautiful books,”—although she had pre- 
viously told the visiters that “ it was impossible for 
her to spare a eent for a Bible, as she had a poor 
mother to assist.” From that time, she regulas- 
ly attended a Protestant chyrch in the neighbour- 
heod, was constant at all the Prayer Meetings, 
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was received asa member in about six months, 
and has given good evidence of a permanent 


change of heart, for more than three y€ars. 
[Tract Mag. 





THE RELIGION OF REASON. 


A saving knowledge of God and conformity of 
heart to his will, is not attainable through the pow- 
er and excellency of reason. The excellency of 
reason to the attainment of religion, is the same 
as is the ungerminated egg to the production of 
animal life. Give to the ungerminated egg, all 
that most careful and industrious brooding, neces- 
sary to the life, and in what will it end but a mass 
of rottenness and offence. But how will the laws 
of animal nature be executed without the egg. So 
neither can religion in the life, power, and excel- 
lency of it, be made manifest in the beart without 
the aid of reason.— Communicated. 
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Drep,—In this city, Mr. Ebenezer Huggins, aged 77. 

At West-Haven, on the 13th ult. Mrs. Amy Smith, 51. 

At Brookfield, Amelia and Henrietta, both daughters of 
Mr. Eliphalet Hull. 

At Woodbridge, Mr. Thomas Richardson, 52. 

At Branford, Miss Mary R. Plan’, daughter of Mr. 
Samuel P. aged 17. 

At Hartford, on the 10th inst. Mrs. Clarissa Eaton, 30, 
wife of Mr. Almandor Eatou ; Miss Julia Porter, 17, late 
of East Hartford; Mrs. —— Hills, wife of Mr. Chester 
Hills; Miss Mary Sloan, 44. 

At East-Hartford, Miss Jane Alderman, 16, daughter 
of Mr. John Alderman. 

At Middietown, Mr. Allyn Butler, 42; Mr. Norman 


Ranney, 31. 

At Saybrook, Mrs. Catharine Mather, 30, wife of Mr. 
Joseph H. Mather. 

At Middle Haddam, Capt. Hezekiah Smith, 57; Mr. 
George Carey, 48. 

At Norwich, Mr. Bradford Williams, 28. 

At Stonington, Dr. Henry N. Burdick, 27. 

At Lyme, Mr. Martin Scovel, 73. 

At Pomfret, Mrs. Mary Williams, 37, wife of Deacon 
Job Williams ; Miss Mary Chandler, 20, daughter of Mr. 
Charles Chandler. z 

At Springfield, Mass. on the 11th inst. while on a visit, 
Rev. ELIJAH WATERMAN, of Bridgeport, Conan. 
aged 56. Mr. W. was not in firm health when he left 
Bridgeport, but was able to preach in Springfield, at the 
morning service, ofthe Sabbath of the 2d inst. 

At Lisle Village, Br@om Co. N.Y. on the 29th ult. 
Mrs. Hannah Marsh, wife of Norman Marsh, merchant, 
aged 36 vears. 

The death of this trnly valuable woman is an event 
deeply afflictive and painful. Her relatives and friends 
for whose welfare she ever manifested a deep and tender 
concern, have sustained a very beavy loss. fen persons 
possessed to greater perfection the domestic and social 
virtues. Where she was known, her life needs no pane- 
gyric ; her character noeulogy. By her death, the church 
of Christ, of which she was an eminently useful, and ex- 
emplary member, has been divested of one of its bright- 
est ornaments. Dark and mysterious are the dispensa- 
tions of God. She was taken from us in the midst of life 
and usefulness. But while her afflicted relatives, and nu- 
merous friends mourn the loss of one who was so dear 
and valuable—while the church mourns the loss of one 
who felt so deeply, and bestowed so freely for the pros- 
perity of the cause of Christ—while all who knew her, 
render a spontaneous tribute of grief for the sudden re- 
moval of one who exerted so happy an influence on com- 
munity—and those who have been fed and clothed by her 
charities, rise up with tearful eyes and call her blessed ; 
we trust that the last pang of dissolving nature, was to her 
the consummation of 2 well grounded hope in the Redeem- 
er—that mortality was then swallowed up of life—and 





that she now rejeices and triumplis, in the presence of 


God and the Lamb. In this hope our grief is allayed— 
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our sorrow is mingled with joy—our mourning with praise. 
Thanks be unto God, who giveth us the victory, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.—CommunicatTeED. 

It has become our painful duty (says the Detroit paper) 
to record the death of Doct. Daniel Goodwin, who depar- 
ted this life on the 22d ult. afier a severe illness of about 
two weeks, which he bore with fortitude and resignation. 
He frequently exhorted his family to be submissive to the 
willof Providence, which was about to separate him 
from their embrace forever. Dr. G. had the confidence 
and esteem, of the good and the virtuous. He was honor- 
ed, respected, and beloved, for his generosity, and good- 
ness of heart—his character was too bright to be sullied 
by the breath of calumny—he lived beloved, and has died 
lamented—he will long be remembered affectionately by 
his neighbors, and acquaintances—but by the domestic 
circle, by his family, and relatives, his loss will be felt se- 
verely. Seldom has a death occurred, which does not af- 
fect some individuals, and cover them with badges of 
mourning ; but it sometimes happens that the loss of a val- 
ued individual, of real worth, like a powerful electric 
shock, is quickly, and sensibly felt to the farthest member 
connected with the tie of kindred, and conveys sadness to 
every countenance, and sorrow to every bosom. Such is 
the death of Dr. Goodwin. He was aged 52. , 

At Vincennes, Indiana, on the 15th day of August last, 
Mr. John Young, Jr in the 29th year of his age. He was 
graduated at Union College, 1821, received his theologi- 
cal education at the Seminary in Princeton, New-Jersey, 
and was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of New- 
Brunswick, about a year ago. While a member of the 
College, Mr. Young was made a subject of Divine Grace, 
and ever afterwards maintained the well-ordered life ot 
the Christian. His great anxiety for himself seemed to 
be, to possess piety and to walk with God ; and all his tal- 
ents were exerted to promote the love of Christ in the 
hearts of others—but one united object occupied Lis whole 
soul, viz. the salvation -of sinvers and the glory of God 
While a member of College, a revival of religion com- 
menced in Springfield, New-Jersey, his native town, and 
he could not rest without going home and labouring among 
his young companious, and from house to house, pleading 
with those out of Christ to become reconciled to God ; 
and he was made the instrument of converting g number, 
during that revival, tothe knowledge of Christ. The same 
ardent desire for usefulness was manifested by Mr. Young 
while at Princeton, where, for about two years, he walk- 
ed four miles every week, to insfruct a Sabbath school ; 
and there too, he had the satisfaction of seeing a number 
of youth in his schcol, rejoicing in hope under his faith- 
fulness. Immediately after Mr. Young was licensed to 
preach, he received an appointment under the General 
Assembly to go on a mission to the destitute places in Tn- 
diana and [ilinois. His zeal for Christ's cause forbade 
him to decline or hesitate—he entered on his appoint- 
ment last fall, and labored with his usual ardor and suc- 
cess. Thirty were added to the churches of Hoswell and 
Paris, on the Wabash as the fruits of his mission ; and 
many more ascribe their hope to his faithfulness ; and for 
seventeen years past, says the Rev. Mr. Scott, of Vincen- 
nes, no missionary has labored in that country more faith- 
fully and with more success. Mr. Young closed his mis- 
sion last August; and his last sermon to this world was 
preached at Vincennes, from Numbers, xxiii. 10, “ Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my last ead be 
like his.” He wastaken ill of a fever, of which he died 
intwelve days During his sickness, he remained firm in 
the hope of the Gospel, and the arm of everiasting love 
supported him. He sustained his sickness without a mur- 
mur, and met his end with calmness and joy. Previous 
to his death, he requested a funcral sermon should be 
preached in Springfield, New-Jersey, the place of his na- 
tivity, from Hebrews, xi. 4, “ He being dead yet speak- 
eth.” Also, by Dr. Alexander, of Princeton, to the Sab- 
bath school tanght by him while a member of the Semi- 
nary, from the same words. Few young men have lived 
more generally esteemed and beloved, and few have d:- 
ed more generally lamented than Mr. Young. While his 
friends and acquaintance deeply mourn his death, the 
church of God and the missionary cause will sensibly 
feel the loss of this pious servant of Christ—this devotec 
missionary of the cross.—.V. }. Obs. 


TF In noticing the death of Elizabeth Lines, in the In- 
telligencer of last week, the age should be 59 ist ad ot 





G6 and died ov Sabbath the Guy im-t. iastead of the 19th 
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THE DEATH OF THE CHRISTIAN. 





BY BISHOP HEBER, OF CALCUTTA. 
Thou art gone to the grave,—but we will not deplore 
thee, 
Tho’ sorrows and darkness encompass the tomb, 
The Saviour has passed through its portals before thee, 
And the lamp of his love is thy guide through the 
gloom. 


Thou art gone to the grave,—we no longer behold thee, 
Nor tread the rough path of the world by thy side ; 

But the wide arms of mercy are spread to enfold thee, 
Aad sinners may hope since the Sivless has died. 


Thou art gone to the grave,—and its mansion forsaking, 
Perhaps thy tried spirit in doubt lingered long ; 
But the sunshine of heav’n beamed bright on thy waking, 
And the song which thou heard’st was the seraphim’s 
song. 


Thou art gone to the grave,—but ‘twere wrong to deplore 
thee, 
When God was thy ransom, thy guardian, thy guide ; 
He gave thee, and took thee, and soon will restore thee, 
Where death hath no sting, since thy Saviour has died. 
a tietnettiomns 








EXTRACT, 

“ When Rabbi Jochanan ben Zachai was sick, his dis- 
ciples came to visit him; and when he saw them he be- 
ganto weep. They say to him, Rabbi! the light of Israel, 
the right hand pillar, the strong hammer, wherefore dost 
thou weep? He answered them, If they were carrying 
me before a king of flesh and blood, who is here to-day, 
and to-morrow in the grave, who, if he were angry with 
me, his anger would not last forever; if he put me in pris- 
on, his prison would not be everlasting ; if he condemned 
me to death, that death would vot be eternal; whom | 
could sooth with words, or bribe with riches: yet even in 
these circumstances I should weep. But now | am going 
before the King of kings, the holy and the blessed God, 
who liveth and endureth for ever and for ever; who if he 
be angry with me, his anger will last forever ; if he put me 
in prison, his bondage will be everlasting ; if he condemn 
me to death, that death will be eternal; whom I cannot 
sooth with words, nor bribe with riches :—when, farther ; 
there are before me two ways, the one to hell, and the oth- 
er to paradise, and | know not in which they are carrying 
me, shall I not weep ?’’— Clarke's notes on Matthew XXV. 


TO-DAY. 


* To-day, if ye will hear his voice.”"—Heb iv. 7. 


** To-morrow, to-morrow, (said Augustine,) is the voice 
of the raven.” The chief cause why most men lose their 

art and portion in a blessed eternity, ig because they seek 
it not to-day, but defer it td] to-morrow. For what is more 
frequent or ordinary than to put off repentance tll to-mor- 
row? which we are uncertain whether we shali live to 
see ; but that we may notseem to put it off without sc me 
fair pretence, we make many fair promises to God. but 
the day of promise is so long ere it arrives, that the day ol 
death often prevents it, and men are suddenly snatched 
away and swallowed up in the gulph of everlasting horror 
and despair! Aad thus while they cry to-morrow, to- 
morrow, the gate of bliss is suddenly shut! 









Poetry—The death of the Christian —Extract.—To-day.—Resignation. 





[Ocr. 
VARIOUS DENIALS OF CHRIST. 
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Does the jntemperate man suppose that by merely pro- 
fessing himself a christian, he acknowledges Christ? If 
he does, he is ruinously mistaken. Every act of intem- 
perance cries out ip a ose gs than Peter's, *‘ | 
know not the man.” Does blasphemer, the common 
swearer, or the Sabbath breaker, imagine that because 
he is bora in a christian country, he has any connexion 
with Christ? If he does, he is fataliy wrong. Every time 
he blasphemes, or curses, or breaks the Sabbath, he cries 
out in a louder language than Peter's, “J know not the 
man.” Ov does he who cheats or defrauds his neighbor, 
cherishea malicious designs against him, and intends if he 
can, to do him a private mischief, suppose that he has any 
convexion with Christ? Ail his thoughts, all his actions 
are continually crying out, “ What is Christ to me?—I 
know not the man !”’ 





RESIGNATION. 

“The most remarkable and astonishing instance of hu- 
man resignation | ever remember to have met with, is to 
be found in the conduct of the exemplary Archbishop 
Fenelon. When his illustrious and hopeful pupil, the 
Duke of Burgundy, if I mistake not, lay dead in his coffin, 
aod the nobles of his court, in all the pomp of silent sad- 
ness, stood weeping round, the Archbishop came into the 
apartment, and having fixed his eyes for some time on the 
corpse, broke out at length in terms to this effect :-—“ there 
is my beloved Prince, tor whom my affection was equal 
to the tenderest regard of the teuderest parent. Nor was 
my affection lost, he Joved me in return with the ardor ot 
asou. There he lies, and all my worldly happiness is 
dead with him, but if the tarning of a straw would cail 
him back to lite, | would not, for ten thousand worlds, be 
the turner of that straw in opposition to the will of God !” 


THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 

If we would rightly profit by meditating on the death of 
Jesus Ciirist, we must begin by abhorring and detesting 
our Sins, in proportion to the greatness of the suffering 
which he endured forthem. This will make us not mere- 
ly displeased aud ashamed of ourselves, but will also eu- 
due us with fear and trembling, and with deep sorrow, 
most earnestly to apply for the necessary remedy. 

For surely our hearts must be harder than stones, if the 
wounds of the Son of God do not pierce our very soul, an: 
if we do not bate and detest those sins, for the atonement 
of which he endured such sufferings. CaLvIn. 


Enemies.—Love of enemies consists in desiring thei: 
weltare. Lf God had not ioved us while we were his ene- 
mies, we never could be saved. Remember that you are 
the disciples of him who died tor his enemies. 

Evil-Speaking.—Thevre is no man but knows more eyvii 
of himself, than he does of bis neighbors. 

—_.e—— eee 


The subscriber appointed by the General Association 
of Connecticut to receive coatributious to the American 
Colonization Society, acknowledges the receipt of the 
sums following, viz. :— 

Sep. 13th, Collection made in Bolton, July 4th, by 
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Rev. L. Hyde, 8 50 
" Ith, From Wilton, principaily a collection 

July 4th, by H. Olmstead, Esq. 14 50 
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" 28th, Collection in Torringford, 6 25 
New-Haven, Oct. 20th, 1825. $35 25 
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